
In Gratitude, I Say “YES!” 

Sr. Therese Christine of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

 

I would like to express my gratitude to my dearest sisters in the Religious of the Assumption – Sr. Rekha, our Superior General and the rest of the General 

Council, my very dear Sr. Lerma Victoria, the Provincial Superior of our Asia Pacific Province and the rest of the Provincial Council and all the sisters of the 

Province. I thank you for all the goodness and the fond memories with you in the years of my initial formation and in all the places and communities that I have 

been to. You are God-sent messengers to me. Thank you for your teachings, guidance and accompaniment in my journey. I will keep all that I have learned and 

experienced in Vietnam, the Philippines and Japan. I keep them forever in my heart. 

One thing I have come to realize is that God is the ONE who really loves me more than I can ever 

imagine. What is remarkable about this day is I have realized I belong to a religious family. The 

CoVid-19 Pandemic has changed a lot of things around us. Without the physical presence of my 

immediate family with me today and all those who played an important part in my initial formation, I 

found myself being embraced by my religious family – welcoming the experience of being in 

solidarity with the whole world. God has allowed me to experience a love that is so huge and 

encompassing, an experience of a family so big where everyone is loving and taking care of me.  

To my Assumption Sisters in Japan, words cannot express all my feelings and I believe that you are 

too. Thank God for allowing me to learn and discover many things as I stay with you. Thank you for 

welcoming me as really part of your own.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Love Only The Sacred Heart Can Give 
Sr. Charmaine Marie, r.a. 

 
God’s faithful and unlimited love for His beloved Church is celebrated whenever a Sister 

celebrates her jubilee.  This is what I realized during the Diamond Jubilee of Sr. Irene Maria of 

the Sacred Heart last December 8, 2020, during the Feast of the Immaculate Conception.  This 

day happened to be on the 10th month of the pandemic community quarantine imposed by the 

government due to the covid-19 pandemic.  During this period, health protocols had to be laid 

down by health agencies tasked to stem the transmission of the virus, and consequently, 

people’s movements, celebrations and gatherings have been severely limited all over the 

world.  And yet, the outpouring of love came even as the community was just preparing for Sr. 

Irene’s jubilee.  Friends called to ask how they could help, sisters had a burst of inspiration as 

they all pitched in their talents and skills to make the celebration special and memorable for 

Sr. Irene.  Sr. Irene’s celebration had to be done in a way that material resources and physical attendance of other sisters from other communities 

had to be limited.  Yet, amazingly, everyone who wanted to express their love and gratitude for the gift of Sr. Irene’s amazing journey were able 

to do so in a deluge of creative ways: cooking Sr. Irene’s favorite food, singing her choice of songs that reflected how God has manifested His love 

and goodness in her life, cutting artistic decors to be hung up on the wall, and, scaling the wall to hang these decors, to mention a few.  It has been 

raining and the skies have been downcast the days before, but, as if not wanting to be outdone, even the sun came out  in a show of beautiful rays 

just a few moments before the Mass began.  Indeed, God’s generosity cannot be outdone and cannot be limited.  Ad majorem Dei gloriam!       

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Assumpta at 50: Celebrating God’s Steadfast Love with the Poor and for the Poor,” is our Golden Jubilee School Thrust echoing Lamentations 3:22-23, 

“The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” This is the song of our 

hearts. 

We opened the Jubilee Year with 9-Day Novena followed by the Jubilee Eucharistic Celebration last December 4, 2020, which was officiated by The Most 

Reverend, Florentino G. Lavarias, D.D., Archbishop of the Archdiocese of San Fernando, Pampanga and concelebrated by a number of priests. Some of them are 

graduates of Assumpta and the rest relate to Assumpta in some ways, with Fr. Alex Castro, AA who joined us virtually. After the Holy Mass was lunch for everybody 

but we ate in different areas. Then, a program and launching and signing of the Golden Jubilee Book with the author, Ms. Stella Ma. Mendoza. What is beautiful 

and unique in the Novena is the telling of the life of Assumpta – how it came to be, the developments it went through, and what it is now – highlighting some 

significant events and persons. Integrated in the Mass is our thanksgiving or honoring of the pillars of Assumpta – Founders, Sisters, BOT Members, Core Group, 

Faculty/Staff who zealously and generously shared their life and service for Assumpta.  

In Assumpta’s ups and downs, I marvel at Gods goodness. God is clearly telling us that in our 

weaknesses, He is our strong arm. In dark moments, the Lord is our light. We will not be shaken for the Lord 

is journeying with us, telling us, “we are in this together.” Truly, there is something more to anything and 

everything because God is bigger than all things even the pandemic. Indeed, the God who journeyed with 

Assumpta for decades is still the same God who accompany us today with same steadfast love.  

The Jubilee is marked by the spirit of zeal, fidelity, simplicity, and generosity of all those who have 

become part of Assumpta as their response to the magnanimous and steadfast love of God. May we be 

generous, faithful, and joyful bearers of God’s light and love to others. And as the moon reflects the sun’s 

light, may we reflect God. 

By:  Sr. Grace Emmanuel 

 
 

 



A GRACEFUL AND GRATEFUL CELEBRATION 
By: Sr. Teresa Hanh 
 
Christmas is a very special time for each one and the season for celebrating and giving thanks. The first online concert  with the theme GRACEFUL 
AND GRATEFUL of The Assumption College San Lorenzo was celebrated on last December 4, 2020. It was not only an ordinary concert but it was 
also a celebration of the gifts and talents of  our students, faculty, and staff. Our special guests from beloved alumni and friends of Assumption 
College like Leanne and Naara, Nimo, Joey Albert, and Jose Mari Chan, and the last but not the least our own beloved sisters from Emmaus and 
Cana communities. It was also a solidarity night to raise funds to sustain the school’s current efforts to help those who have been most affected 
by this pandemic and the recent typhoons. The spirit of Christmas really touched each 
one’s heart, bringing us together and closer, even those who were watching from afar. 
The concert  left good memories and at the same time lifted up our souls and spirits. 
“May the spirit of Christmas be always in our hearts”, the spirit that can truly change the 
way we see our everyday lives and remind us that there is still so much to be grateful for. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



All is grace !!! 

By Sr. Angeline Thomas 

On the Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe, December 12, 2020, the Religious of the Assumption – Asia Pacific Province rejoiced with our sisters in Vietnam as 

we celebrated the perpetual profession of vows of Sr. Teresa Emmanuel Vu Thi Hang of the Eucharist. Although in Ho Chi Minh City Covid-19 has been 

threatening a red alarm in the past weeks of another lockdown, we were grateful that this did not happen. It was a miracle for us that we could be able to make 

go on with the celebration. In his homily, Fr. Joseph Cong, the parish priest of Vuon Xoai Church quoted a lyric from a love song, “in my eyes, you are all.” By 

saying her “Yes” Sr. Teresa Hang firmly marked the day to show that she belongs to God forever. We all know that in God’s eyes, each one of us has a very 

special place. Therefore, Sr. Teresa replied to that call by her love in return. Passing through many obstacles in life, overcoming many choices in the world, today 

she desires to serve God and His people until her death. The mass was simple but was very solemn and meaningful. It was full of thanksgiving, tears and joy. We 

ask our Blessed Mother and each one of you to continue to intercede for Sr. Teresa and for her mission in the congregation. We thank all who joined us virtually, 

thank you for your support to us. “Cam on”. 

    

 

            

 

 

 



25 YEARS OF GRACE AND LOVE 

Sr. Agnes Cecilia 

Consecrated life is a song of thanksgiving, the ways to follow God in religious life are the notes of thanksgiving. With the spirit of thanksgiving full of 

grace and love for the past 25 years since Sister Myrna Eugenia Maluyao of the Sacred Heart of Jesus said "Yes" to God, only God is her beloved. On 

December 16, 2020, our Asia-Pacific Province joyfully celebrated our dear Sister Myrna Eugenia Maluyao's Silver Jubilee year and her birthday that 

day. Looking back on her 25 years of vows, especially in the homily from the celebrant, shows everyone that her life, especially her consecrated life, 

is a journey of the Lord, marked with so many memories, sacred marks, great turning points, and countless graces that God has given her. God's love 

is a beautiful experience for Sister Myrna to commemorate the 25th anniversary of her vow, and it is also Sister Myrna's pledge to God, whom she 

loves through the song "Pinakamamahal, Ikaw Lamang" (Only You, My Beloved), which she composed for this occasion. Witnessing Sr. Myrna renew 

her vows has made us see the fidelity of God all through the 25 years of ups and downs that she has experienced. Thank God for the blessings He has 

given her these 25 years and the years yet to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



XAVIER DE KIBANGAY CELEBRATES ITS SILVER JUBILEE 

By: Sr. Mercelita 

 

God hears the cry of the poor. In 1995, the dream of the parents and the community of Kibangay to have a secondary school was realized. Father 
James Mcguire, founded a school for them and named it Xavier de Kibangay after the patron of the Parish.  

The secondary schools are far from Kibangay and only those who have the means can pursue their high school. Many of those who tried 
to avail of this secondary education quit because of distance and lack of financial resources.  

The first classroom was the barangay hall.  There were 73 first year students when the school began. Soon  Father James bought a land  
and the construction of the classroom began. It was through the “pahina system” or” bayanihan spirit” that the classroom was built.  

Blessings flowed when the school was granted permit. The Missionary Congregation of Mary and the Cannosian Sisters helped in the 
administration and Religion classes. The Assumption Sisters came in May 31, 1998. Sr. Clare Joseph Paltuob,R.A. was the first R.A. principal followed 
by Sr. Irene Cecile Torres. The Assumption Sisters continue to be of service to this Diocesan school until today. 

On December 16, 2020, Xavier de Kibangay celebrated its Jubilee.  The pandemic is not a hindrance to celebrate our Silver Jubilee. We 
want to express to God, our love and gratitude for His abundant blessings: Students, parents, the Diocese, friends, benefactors and the Assumption 
Sisters with their lay partners. 

 We want to thank God for 25 years of  TRANSFORMATIVE EDUCATION.    

                               

 


