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April 27, 2019 
 
Very dear Sisters and Friends,      
 
Joy and Peace of the Risen Christ! 
 
We greet you from the Provincial Formation 
Community Center (PCFC), San Lorenzo as one body 
gathered for the Second Asia Pacific Provincial 
Chapter. We are 49 delegates - 35 Sisters and 14 Lay 
partners.  
 
With you foremost in our hearts and minds, we share 
our Chapter experience made possible by your 
prayers and loving support and encouragement.  
 
The opening liturgy started at 4pm on Tuesday, April 23rd 2019 
 

“On this Tuesday of the Easter Octave, we gather as a Chapter Body of Asia Pacific 
Province, full of hope and new life, on the occasion of our Second Provincial Chapter. 
Our Gospel of today presents to us Jesus asking Mary ‘whom are you looking for?’ 
This same question of Jesus finds echo in our hearts…” 
 

 
Such was the welcome that we heard loud and clear as 
we entered the Chapter Hall. Then, Sister Lerma 
Victoria Pangantihon, Provincial Superior, welcomed 
the delegates of Japan bearing their flag and a vase of 
sunflowers. She, then welcomed the delegates of 
Vietnam, of Thailand and of the Philippines carrying 
their own flags and a vase of flowers, respectively. The 
flags of the four countries were solemnly set up in the 
corner of the Assembly Hall followed by the jubilant 

song, “We Are Called”, which began the Office of Vespers.  
 
The Roll Call followed. As Sr. Lerma called the delegates  by name, each one responded, 
“Here I am.” Then she declared the Second Asia 
Pacific Provincial Chapter open. Sr. Lerma thanked 
everyone present, reminding them that they were 
chosen by God not only for themselves, their 
communities, countries, nor for the Congregation but 
chosen to proclaim the Good News to the whole of 
creation. Sr. Lerma described the Chapter as a special 
moment of discernment as body…a time for listening 
to the promptings of the Spirit in order to remain faithful 
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to the charism of the Assumption in the 21st century. She also invited the Assembly to 
remember and bring to prayer the recent events around the world: the massive fire that 
destroyed Notre Dame de Paris, the more than 200 victims of bombings in Sri Lankan 
churches and the Filipinos who died during the previous days’ earthquake and those 
affected by the succeeding earthquakes in other provinces. She ended with a call to heed 
Pope Francis’ invitation to reach out from the consoling message of Easter, drawing on 
its light which expels the darkness of fear and sadness.  
 
And the Chapter tasks began: approval of Chapter Rules, Election of Moderators, Chapter 
Delegate to the Steering Committee, Writers Team, Editing Team, and Persons in-charge 
of Communication.  
 
All these were accomplished without the slightest difficulty. 
 
The following day, we were launched to the day’s work by Ms. Grace Magtaas, Moderator 
of Day 2. “Encounter” was going to be the theme, a reflection of the Gospel reading on 
the Road to Emmaus.  
 
The Chapter body warmly welcomed Bishop Pablo Virgilio ‘Ambo’ David of Caloocan who 
read Mark 1:40-45 as opening prayer. The focus was Jesus in the Peripheries. He 
presented Jesus not in the usual way, for example, Jesus a 
Marginal Jew (John Meier), an itinerant preacher, one who did 
not belong to mainstream Judaism, whose preaching was 
conversation where people were. He described the close 
relationship with his cousin, John the Baptist, and his parents 
Zechariah and Elizabeth. Bishop Ambo also described two 
kinds of solitude - one which is isolation, and the other 
communion. He posted the question, “Who are the people who 
are marginalized?” He strongly stated that going to the margins 
has consequences. Before Bishop Ambo ended, the Chapter 
body gave the assurance of prayers for him and his delicate 
mission.  
 
Ms. Karen Yao, who has facilitated four previous Chapters, accepted without any 
hesitation Sr. Lerma’s invitation to be the external Facilitator for this Chapter. She 
presented the four tasks of the Chapter identifying the persons responsible for these 
tasks:  

 Report of the Provincial Superior, 

 Report of the Provincial Lay Representative, 

 Reports of Provincial Treasurers (Japan and Southeast Asia), and  

 Discerning and Writing the Provincial Plan 2019-2022. 
 
Getting to know each other more, embracing and deepening a new and common identity 
and focusing on relationships were emphasized by Karen as we journey towards 
becoming Asia Pacific Province. To make this concrete, the delegates played a “Human 
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Bingo.” This was a welcome break from the seriousness of the tasks ahead. An exciting 
and playful atmosphere prevailed as each one competed for the promised prizes.  
 
The workshop in the afternoon was carried out in groups according to the identified 
peripheries: the Youth, the Poor, Children and Families, Migrants, Elderly, Indigenous 
Peoples, the Unseen, Victims of injustices, and the Environment.  
 
The group discussion was guided by the following 
questions:  

 What is happening in this periphery? 

 What urgently needs attention? 

 How have we responded in the past? 

 What new ways or responses do we need to 
start with? 

 What don’t we know? How can we find out?     
   
The groups posted the output of their work on the 
walls of the dining hall. Karen then invited us to do the Gallery Walk. The day ended with 
a moment of individual reflection on everything that transpired during the day with Karen 
pointing out to the body that while Workshop 1 was a starting point, a looking outwards, 
the following day’s workshop would be a looking inward. 
 
April 25th, Day 3 gave us Sr. Anna Carmela Pesongco as Moderator. She named her task 
as ‘flight attendant’, since Sr. Lerma was going to take the Chapter body on a journey to 
the countries of Japan, Vietnam, Thailand and the Philippines. If the President gives a 
SONA (State of the Nation Address), Sr. Anna Carmela said, the Provincial Superior has 

her SOPA (State of the Province Address). 
 
And what a journey it has been! By sight and 
sound, we were taken to the beginnings of the 
Assumption in the Far East, to the Philippine 
Province, to Philippines-Thailand Province, to 
Southeast  Asia Province, to now the present 
Asia Pacific Province. At the end of this moving 
presentation, a hushed silence prevailed. We 
reflected individually on what we have seen and 
heard. Then we were made to line up in two 
groups on opposite sides of the hall. We were 
then invited for Workshop 2. Each of us had to 

choose a partner with whom we could share on the following:  

 How did you feel listening, remembering the journey of becoming Asia Pacific?  

 What parts of the journey hold special meaning for you? 

 What is your one wish/ dream/ hope for the Asia Pacific Province today?  
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Workshop 3 on Setting Out invited us to deepen our 
understanding of Ecology and Migration, 
Internationality, the Youth, Communication and 
Assumption Together. We worked in groups again 
to identify what is essential, what is new & 
emerging at the same time to explore linkages with 
the peripheries and the priorities. By the end of the 
workshop, 2-3 key actions were identified for each 
priority.   
 
At one point, comments were expressed about the 
Asian way of dealing with the processes and of looking at the results of the group work to 
take care not to reduce or lose some aspects that might be significant. Our facilitator, 
Karen, patiently listened and considered the interventions made.  
 
Chinit Rufino, Moderator for Day 4, opened the day’s sessions by sharing her personal 

experience of how she has come to where she 
is now with the Assumption 27 years since her 
High School Silver Jubilee. She woke up early 
in the morning with a very clear vision which 
for her, was the answer to her prayer the night 
before. The vision was of bridges connecting 
the four countries for better understanding.  
 
Karen took over to review with the assembly 
the process of the previous three days. She 
presented the draft of the plan based on the 
output of the workshops. The draft was open 

for comments and reactions which were freely given by several delegates and were 
listened to attentively by our facilitator. Asian soul, open space, mindset, heart set, - 
allowing expressions which may differ according to the uniqueness of cultures and 
language - these points were listened to and considered. The refining of the articulated 
plan followed.  
 
In the afternoon, the revised draft – the work of the Writer’s Team was presented to the 
body. More revisions and fine-tuning were done and finally Sr. Lerma took the floor to ask 
the body if we were ready for an indicative vote. This was necessary because our lay 
partners were leaving after the last session. The result: 49 hands raised approving the 
draft.  
 
The second part of the afternoon was the Send-Off ritual of our lay delegates together 
with Ms. Karen, our External Facilitator and Gina Bautista Martin, our lay observer. In the 
context of Vespers, the Thai ritual “Bai-Sri Su Kwan” was carried out in an atmosphere of 
prayer and gratitude. The Provincial Council and representatives from the four countries 
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tied the string around the wrists of each one of 
our lay partners while giving them a blessing. 
 
Being Asians, gift-giving, is an integral part of 
expressing our gratitude. So each of our lay 
partners received a bottle of wine and a new 
wineskin – a concrete reminder of the Gospel 
of the Wedding at Cana where Jesus changed 
water into wine.  
 
The Opening and Closing Liturgy of each day 
was creatively prepared by assigned country 
delegates making us experience and become more sensitive to the varied languages, 
music…moments of silence were much appreciated as integral parts of the day’s process. 
 
As we look back and recall the unfolding of our tasks in this Chapter, we can say with the 
disciples of Emmaus “Were not our hearts burning within us when we listened to His 
Word, encountered Him and heard Him speak to us through one another?” 
 
Day 5. Today, our moderator, still Sr. Anna Carmela, turned from flight attendant to bus 
conductor – an appropriate image for the day’s topic included money in our pockets.  
 
As the disciples hauled in a miraculous catch of fish and Jesus prepares breakfast for his 
disciples on the shore, so also we are aware that we have to go back to concrete daily 
living. We needed to know our resources – financial and otherwise. We listened with great 
interest to the reports of our treasurers, Sr. Clara of the former Japan Province and Sr. 
Fe Emmanuel of the former Southeast Asia Province.  
 
Our last act was to give our stamp of approval of the Provincial Plan which has a new 
name – Asia Pacific Provincial Orientations and Directions 2019 – 2022.  

 
Sr. Lerma, our Provincial Superior, invited the Sister-Delegates to share their most 
significant experiences during the Chapter. Then, Fr. Hozo Sato, OFM, who was present 
as translator for our Sisters from Japan was invited to share his own experience. He 
himself, was deeply touched by the process and the work of the Spirit all throughout the 
Chapter.  
 
Before concluding the last session, Sr. Lerma expressed her gratitude to the Sisters at 
the service of the Chapter, mentioning in a special way, those who took care of the 
Secretariat, the accommodation, the meals, and the liturgy.  
 
In her final message to the Chapter Body, she exhorted each one to   

“Go into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every creature.” - Mark 16:15 
 

With this, she declared the Second Provincial Chapter of the Asia Pacific Province closed. 
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As the roads led to PCFC at the beginning of Easter Octave, so now the road leads us 
back to our communities, our Galilee. Even as we continue to bask in the blessings of this 
Easter season, may we allow ourselves to be impelled by the Spirit and dare to go 
together to the peripheries at the service of life.   
 

"Do not be afraid," said Jesus.  
"Go, tell My brothers to go to Galilee.  
There they will see Me."  

- Matthew 28:10 

 
 

 
 
In the Love, Peace, and Joy of the Risen Christ, 
 
 
Your Sisters and Lay Friends  
Delegates to the 2nd Asia Pacific Provincial Chapter 
April 23-27, 2019 
PCFC, San Lorenzo Village,  
Makati City, Philippines 

 


