
  

 

Come  

and  

Celebrate! 

by Fatima Joy, nra 
 

“Blessed are you, holy Virgin Mary, deserving of all 
praise;from you rose the sun of Justice, Christ our 
God.”(Gospel Acclamation - September 8, 2018) 

 
 The Novitiate Community celebrated the Na-
tivity of the Blessed Virgin Mary on September 8, 
2018  by welcoming single ladies to our second 
open house .  
 We were all inspired with that week’s LBS 
Hibla that says “Be Strong! Do not fear to act in the 
love of God.” We are grateful for the generous sup-
port of our sisters and lay friends from other com-
munities who helped us in praying for and inviting 
young women to participate on this momentous 
event. We were blessed with the presence of 13 
guests who are all young professionals (6  teachers 
from Assumpta San Simon; 1 teacher from AC San 
Lo; 2 old girls from AC San Lo; 2 old girls from As-
sumption Antipolo; 1 Jesuit Volunteer Missionary 
and 1 Scientist from Manila Conservatory). 
 We started the Open House at 9:30 am with 
a prayer invoking the Holy Spirit followed by the 
welcome remarks and expectation setting from our 
Superior, Sr. Lerma Victoria, r.a. Our invited guests 
expressed that they were all longing for a break 
from their usual schedule, peace, silence and some 
wanted to know more about the life of the nuns. We 
prepared games and facilitated the convent tour in 
a more creative way. Midday prayer was also a mo-
ment to honor Mother Mary on her birthday.  
 In the afternoon session, we had some fun 
as the ladies enjoyed our games. After which, we 
shared our life in the Novitiate through a video 
presentation. This was followed by our vocation sto-
ry-telling in the form of spoken poetry and singing in  
acoustic music. To provide ample time for interac-

tion and sharing, we divided the participants into 
four groups. It was a meaningful exchange of con-
versation as we got to know each other in a deeper 
way.  
 To re-read their experience of the day, we 
asked them to complete the statement “This day 
has been…” Many of them expressed their grati-
tude for the experience of peace, joy, a different 
glimpse of  God’s light, God’s blessing, and a truly 
meaningful day for them. Others felt inspired, the 
fulfilment of their expectations and an experience 
of fullness of love. Some participants said that this 
is indeed a unique Saturday. Some were reminded 
by God’s steadfast love and committed to re-build 
their bridge to God again while other participants 
said that this “open house” helped them in their 
own discernment.  
 We ended the day with a culminating liturgy 
they expressed their prayer aloud  before the altar 
and lighted their particular candle. They picked 
their prayer partners from the community. We sung 
the blessing song for them and gave them rosary 
bracelets and St. Marie Eugenie stampitas.  
 We are all grateful for this day of celebration 
of love and life. Truly, Mother Mary inspired us to 
celebrate her birthday in a profound way as we 
share her love of Jesus Christ with the young. The 
feeling of fulfillment is Our Lady’s gift to us as we 
open our hearts and receive more from the over-
flowing graces of God’s generosity and kindness. It 
was an “Ephphata” moment indeed for all of us!   
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PASS IT ON : GENERAL CHAPTER TRANSMISSION EXPERIENCE 

by Agnes Christine, nra 

 

 The General Chapter Transmission last August 
4-5, 2018 was a wonderful moment of communion 
with our sisters and lay partners as we also re-read 
our journey as a Province in connection to the Report 
of Sr. Martine Tapsoba to the General Chapter. It was 
held at the Provincial Community Formation Center 
(PCFC). We were blessed to have Sr. Josefina Maria, 
Sr. Lerma Victoria and Ms. Grace Magtaas as our facili-
tators for the Luzon Assembly while Sr. Mary Sheryl, 
Sr.Irene Cecile and Ms. Bubut Neri went to Iloilo for  
the Transmission to the Visayas and Mindanao com-
munities. 
 Listening to the report of each province includ-
ing the report of our lay partners was a learning expe-
rience for all of us especially to the young generation 
of sisters and for those who are in the initial formation 
like us. Being involved in the transmission was a great 
opportunity for us to get to know more our charism 
and mission and how we can respond to the call of the 
present time. 
 The most significant experience for me during 
the transmission was that I felt like the mission is real-
ly being passed on to the young sisters. Many of our 
old sisters have been to mission and have experienced 
how to become missionaries wherever they would be 

assigned. Now I felt the call is on us, the younger gen-
eration, who are desiring to follow Jesus in religious 
life. With this call I am challenged to learn and assume 
faithfully the fundamentals of our religious life. I wish 
to grow in my vocation and experience the joy of be-
ing available for the mission as Sr. Martine mentioned 
in her report. Going to the mission means to arm my-
self first with a firm and strong faith and identity as a 
Christian so I can be more life-giving to others. 
 The General 
Chapter transmis-
sion was a grace-
filled moment to 
me. I felt impelled 
by the Spirit to re-
spond to the call of 
our times and to go 
beyond our capaci-
ty because “love 
never says it is 
enough.”  
 
   The photo of Sr. Rekha, our new Superior 
   General, was flashed on the screen as her 
   letter to the new Province of Asia Pacific 
   was read to the Assembly. 

Pope Francis: Authentic Power is Service                         
(A RECOLLECTION with Bishop Ambo David)    by Christine Emmanuel 

 Last September 15, 2018, I was given the chance, along with Sr. Conchita Fran-
cisca, Agnes Christine and Fatima Joy, to attend a recollection given by Caloocan Bish-
op, Pablo Virgilio David at St. Peter’s Parish in Commonwealth. The theme of the recol-
lection, “Renewed Servant Leaders for the New Evangelization.” It is among the many 
programs launched by the Association of Consecrated Life in Novaliches Diocese 
(ACLIND) as part of the diocese’s celebration of the Year of the Clergy and Consecrat-
ed Life. 
 Bishop Ambo gave the recollection in three parts: first was a historical background of Christianity and its dynamics in 
the Philippines, the second was the call for integral renewal of religious men and women and the last was the call to be re-
newed servant leaders in the era of new evangelization. 
 Bishop David’s challenge to us religious and clergy, is to be a real shepherd to God’s flock and that is, to really go 
through integral renewal of our values, mindsets, behaviors and life-style. He reiterated that each of us has a responsibility to 
help in the renewal of the laity as well and that we are not here to monopolize the mission of extending God’s Kingdom. He 
added that we, now more than ever, are called to be renewed servant-leaders for the new evangelization - that is we should nev-
er become the number one obstacle for the empowerment of the laity. The bishop then ended the recollection with a challenge 
among the religious: are we daring enough to leave our “established ministries” and embrace the ministry at the frontiers? Are 
we willing enough to embrace the real authentic power, being asked of us by Pope Francis, that is, service? Because only when 
we are able to render authentic service to flock, that we are able to say that we really possess authentic power.  
 At the end of the recollection, I am grateful and am continuously in awe of the grace of God that after over 2,000 years, 
this Church that I am learning to love remains sustainable in spite of all the struggles and challenges. God has remained faithful 
to His people by sending “little shooting stars,” our saints and martyrs, and their modern-day counterparts  to balance the prob-
lems and give hope to the faithful and constantly invite his “wretched but chosen” people to always remember to return to our 
very source: Jesus Christ! 



  

 

by Mary Teresa, nra 

 We are so grateful for the many things that we 
learned and received as we  improved our English 
through the English Camp from May 1-11. It was indeed 
a great opportunity given to us. In ten days, we enjoyed 
learning new skills in speaking and reading. We got  to 
know more about Jesus through the many spiritual 
books that we scanned and read. We are an interna-
tional congregation and language is part of our life. It is 
not so hard but it is not so easy either to do but with 
the grace of God, it becomes a beautiful gift for us.   
 During the camp, we learned how to listen 
better and take down notes when we need to get infor-
mation. When we need to be actively listening to what 
the speaker is saying, we listen with empathy, open-
ness, awareness and give ourselves totally in listening. 
Through listening to Ms. Mao Cardenas, we enriched 
ourselves with all the experiences that she wanted to 
share and we knew that God is always present in each 

moment in different ways. Gradually, we became atten-
tive to His gentle voice through the events around us.  
 We also learned the importance of rhythm. 
Whatever we want to say or share with others, we need 
to say it clearly and make sure that the reader or listen-
er understands what we want to tell them. Rhythm of 
English is very important. If I do it incorrectly, someone 
will misunderstand what I am saying. After ten days I 
learned many skills to use in speaking the English lan-
guage well. It reminded me one more time that practice 
is the main key for me to improve myself.   
 The English Camp is a nice gift that we received 
as part of our formation period. It helped us be more 
confident to use the English language to express our-
selves and to communicate with each other.  Day by 
day, we have more chances to discover the beauty in 
our lives.   

ENGLISH CAMP 

 It was a great joy and blessing for our congre-
gation as our three sisters professed their First Vows: 
Sr. Mary Peter of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Sr. Anne 
Teresa of Jesus Christ, and Sr. Mary Magdalene of Je-
sus the Saviour on the Feast of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary,  on June 9, 2018. The three are assigned to 
their new communities: Emmaus, San Lorenzo School 
Community and Malibay, respectively.  
 Together with this celebration is the Recep-
tion of our postulants to the Novitiate and taking on 
their religious names: Mary Teresa (Chu Linh), 
Therese Faustina (Ut), Pauline Rosa (Khue), Teresa 
Hanh (Hanh) and Christine Emmanuel (Kristine Joy). 
They have come here to learn the way of life of our 
sisters and to experience that God alone is enough. 
 After the mass, Sr. Sheryl, our Provincial Supe-
rior gave her exhortation encouraging and inspiring 
our sisters, as she said, “Every new journey, aside 

from the joys and discovered experiences, there are 
challenges, struggles, difficulties. We just learn to love 
like Jesus has loved us. To live his love, allow yourself to 
learn and to be open. To be formed in his way of life is 
not easy but we need to live to witness to his love, to 
make Jesus known.  
 The next day, we brought the family of our Viet-
namese sisters, who made their First Vows to Holy Land
-Subic. The most significant experience I had in that 
tour is the  Station of the Cross and the Rosary. I discov-
ered a new way of meditation, feeling the atmosphere  
of God’s presence deep within our hearts.  It was also a 
very special moment for those who came  and received 
inner peace and healing. We were also touched by the 
silence that we experienced in the Upper Room where 
we felt united with Jesus and the disciples during the 
Last Supper.  After that we had the healing mass, a spe-
cial moment to encounter God. We appreciated the 
generosity and dedication of people there. We were so 
grateful of the outpouring of God’s great love upon our 
community.   

by Therese Faustina, nra and Teresa Hanh, nra 

Following Jesus in a new journey 
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HAPPY ASSUMPTION DAY! 
 by Rosa Maria, nra 

 August 15 is a very special day not only for us 
but to the whole Church. This year, we celebrated this 
feast  in our Parish. The mass was so meaningful, sol-
emn, and joyful because it was our first time to ani-
mate the mass in the parish on this special occasion.  
 As a gift to our Lady, our community decided to 
“Share our joy by rendering service to the needy” as 
our concrete action for the week said. We visited the 
houses of the families in our apostolate areas that 
were badly affected by the flood; prayed the rosary at 
the wake of Nanay Gloria who drowned due to the 
flash flood caused by heavy rains; and we also visited 
the family of our sister “Bless” whose place was also 
flooded. We sang songs, listened to their stories on 
how God helped them, and brought some goodies to 
share with them.  
 The second part of our celebration was to share 
our joy of being together in community. We had games 
which all of us enjoyed, even Sister Monica. And of 
course, a special treat at the end of the day, a movie at 
the Noviatiate’s cinema house. The celebration was 
also graced by the presence of Sr. Mary Cecilia, Sr. 
Mary Elizabeth, and Father Glen.  
 We thank God for all these blessings. May 
Mother Mary continue to bring us closer to Jesus, to 
follow, love and serve Him and one another.  

Celebrate the gift of our body 
by Pauline Rosa, nra 

 

 It’s  a beautiful experience for me as a first year 
novice to attend Theater Arts last August 21-23. God 
created us beautifully and differently from each other. 
His love for us is boundless. We, from different congre-
gations,  came together to celebrate His love. Through 
Theater Arts, we celebrate our body and praise Him as 
one people. I realized that by God’s grace, we really can 
do more than what we can imagine: just be focused and 
try our best and God will take care of the rest . 
 It was also an opportunity for us to get to know 
each other, to be friends with others, especially for the 
five of us, first year Novices, to understand each other 
better as we work together in solidarity and joy. As we 

journey closer towards our God, we walk and share 
God’s love to each other. 
 It was also a precious moment for us every time 
we reached home and shared what we learned and 
what we experienced during the day. It also brought 
back the experiences of the second year novices. We 
were filled with laughter as we recalled our experiences 
together. The abundant support of the community for 
the first year novices through their presence during the 
final performance was a sign of their love and care for 
us. No words can express our gratitude. The only thing 
we can do is to give our best as we share our giftedness 
beautifully and meaningfully to respond to the love that 
we receive from the community. We are also grateful to 
Mr. Albert and his team for sharing with us their gifts 
and talents in Theater Arts. 
 Yes, let every movement, every heartbeat, every 
wink of an eye be a celebration of God’s goodness and 
love as we enjoy the beauty of God’s creation in each 
movement of our bodies.   



  

 

Daughters of St. Marie Eugenie 
by Mary Denyse, nra 

 

 On May 21, 
2018, the novices 
were privileged to 
be “godmothers” of 
the pioneer gradu-
ates of the Senior 
High School of the 
Assumption College 
San Lorenzo during 
the Legacy Mass at 
Our Lady of the As-
sumption Chapel.  

The Legacy Mass is an important part of the tra-
dition in Assumption. Each graduating student receives 
a Medallion of Our Lady of the Assumption that signifies 
that that students are indeed daughters of St. Marie 
Eugenie of Jesus. This medallion is given by the sisters 
to the students to symbolize the prayers that will ac-
company them even as they leave Assumption after 
graduation. 

During the Legacy Mass, Father Xavier Olin, SJ 
reminded our students in his homily that they have a 
home in Assumption. The mass was followed by the in-
duction rites and a speech from Dr. Pinky Valdez, the 
President of AC, reminding our girls to always carry the 
virtues of kindness and wisdom. This was followed by 
another speech from the AAA President who exhorted 
our girls to take courage and “do not be afraid” as this 
phrase is written 365 times in the Bible to accompany 
us every day. 

After the Mass, the novices spent time with their 
“goddaughters” during a simple lunch. It was a moment 
of getting to know each other. Vocation stories were 
shared by the novices and in turn the novices listened 
to the desires and aspirations and dreams of our old 
girls.  

One question that we asked them  was: What is 
the best experience that they had in Assumption that 
they will bring with them wherever they go? Their 
touching response to the question: The Christian educa-
tion, the family spirit, and the immersion. It seems like 
they, too, are living the  three poles of our life in As-
sumption: Prayer life, community life and apostolic life. 
True enough, they are indeed daughters of our Mother 
Marie Eugenie!   

by Fatima Joy, nra 

            According to Sr. Clare Joseph, “If you are a hap-
py novice, you will become happy in your religious 
journey! The Novitiate community was happily sur-
prised with the visit of Sr. Clare Joseph Palto-ub and 
her sister Ms. Marilou on September 10, 2018. They 
joined us during the Office of Midday/Readings and 
then lunch where we got to know her better. Her mis-
sionary stories were very interesting. We were all 
mesmerized with her sharing that we wanted to know 
more so we extended the time at the community 
room after our lunch. 
  She started with this inspiring word, 
“Obedience will see you through!” She told us her col-
orful journey of missions of founding and closing com-
munities that made her joyful but somehow broke her 
heart at times, too. She just obeyed and truly her obe-
dience and trust to the Lord was strengthened. The 
crisis, culture shocks, new discoveries, fun adventures 
and learning are part of the realities of her exciting 
stories starting from  her local missions to foreign mis-
sions. She shared to us her mystery of the “Holy Fami-
ly”, her constant companions in the mission in dealing  
with the migrants in the countries and places where 
she is assigned to. We had a glimpse of her grateful 
heart that is manifested by the word engraved in her 
ring “Thank You, Father!” We are all glued to her 
beautiful narrative for more than an hour. She ended 
her sharing with the firm advice that we must treasure 
and relish the happiness during the formation period. 
She encouraged us to nurture the missionary vocation 
in our hearts if we are being called. She also invites 
future missionaries especially to her beloved commu-
nity in Japan where she is a part of as of the moment. 
She also told us that we must not lose the joy of wit-
nessing to Jesus. 
 Our simple prayer of gratitude is also “Thank 
you, Father!” for bringing Sr. Clare Joseph to our com-
munity and to listen to her love story with you. I know 
the event that made this possible is that she is some-
how stranded because of the cancellation of flights to 
Japan. But for us, our longing was granted to hear 
some missionary sacred stories that enkindle the fire 
in our hearts to burn for the extension of God’s King-
dom, especially for us, second year novices who will 
be leaving for our “stage” in the next few days!  
 I hope there are more RA missionary sisters 
who can visit us and share with us the sacred tale that 
is filled with joy as witnesses to Jesus’ goodness and 
love. All for Jesus!   
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 Liturgy is one of the most important part of our 
life in the Novitiate for it is here that we encounter 
God and celebrate our life in Him in a special way.  
 Last June 19-22, we had a chance to learn 
about liturgy, sacred music and liturgical music from 
Sr.  Myrna. This session helped us to love more our 
prayer life through the liturgy that we do every day. It 
also helped us to be conscious about the way we pray 
through the Divine Office, especially in praising God 
through singing, proclaiming, and reciting the psalms. 
The way we sing is the way we glorify God with all our 
hearts. Sr. Myrna also shared with us the Benedictine’s 
way to sing and praise God through their liturgy. We 
also had guitar lessons for liturgical accompaniment. 
 Through this session, we continue to affirm 
that God is the center of our lives through the celebra-
tion of a meaningful and beautiful liturgy.   

by Sr. Conchita Francisca, ra 

 Last August 7-17, I had an opportunity to 
attend the short course offered at the Institute for 
Consecrated Life in Asia (ICLA) about Spiritual Compan-
ioning.  It was given  to us by Sr. Mary Frochlich and Sr. 
Jane O’Shaughnessy of the Religious of the Sacred 
Heart (RSCJ). It was well-attended by Religious Men 
and Women including the students of ICLA and some 
Lay participants.  It was also attended by our own sis-
ters, Sr. Mary Cecilia (Antipolo) and Sr. Mary Elizabeth 
Dung (Vietnam).  This program is a good preparation 
for those who want to go for a full training course in 
Spiritual Direction. 
 In our session of Spiritual Companioning,  I 
learned that Jesus’ whole life was a Companioning of 
Humanity and the Eucharist, is His way of continuing to 
companion us.  It is being a companion to our brothers 
and sisters as we struggle with living our Christian vo-
cation and in helping each other to return to the core 
focus of our life in God. It is about authentic listening 
for God in the other’s story with full attention.  In our 

life’s journey we need spiritual companioning to share 
our life, to embrace us with care, to offer us empathy, 
to listen to us attentively and to walk beside us.  The 
role of Spiritual companioning is to facilitate the rela-
tionship between God and the one seeking to grow.  It 
is important to be deeply present to someone and to 
let God and the other person come to presence in our 
welcoming way.  In our world today, people need a 
companion, but sometimes, they are not aware of it 
because of their busyness and other preoccupation 
that hinder them to reflect and listen to what is hap-
pening in their spiritual life. This session has chal-
lenged me to be life-giving to oth-
ers, to listen and to give hope to 
those who are seeking to grow in 
their relationship with God. It is also 
an invitation for me to welcome al-
ways the Bridegroom of my life as 
He continues to accompany me in 
my journey and promises to be with 
me until the end.   

Liturgy session with Sr. Myrna 
by Agnes Cecilia, nra 

ONE HEART, ONE BODY! 

by Martha Joachim, nra 

 On  May  17-19 we had our Local Chapter in Ba-
tangas. Sr. Lerma Victoria, our Superior, was the one 
who guided us and led us during the Chapter. We were 
divided in different groups according to date of en-
trance to Assumption. We shared our experiences of 
the past year and look forward to see what gifts we can 
bring to our community in this coming year. 
 During these days we were all filled by the Holy 
Spirit as we came up with our new community plan for 
the year of 2018-2019 with the community vision: A 
joyful and prayerful  Novitiate community of South East 
Asia that witnesses to the love of Jesus to each other 
where we can grow and develop our whole being for 
the extension of God’s Kingdom. 
 Before the Local Chapter, we spent a day for a 
moment of rest and recreation for our community as 
we welcome our new member, Sr. Therese Christine.   



  

 

            If I would meet someone for the first time, I 
used to wonder how can I create a good impression 
and communicate well at the first time of meeting. I 
realized that merely thinking that all will go well just by 
being the best as I can be is not enough. Just thinking 
but not doing made me fail to be the best I can be. I 
even suspected that there must be something wrong 
in the way I actually behave when I am with someone. 
The clarification came to me when there was a session 
about ETIQUETTE with Ms. Marfina Teodoro on May 
14, 2018 for the novices. I really like it when she asked 
what are the thoughts that come to us just a few sec-
onds after meeting someone for the first time. She said 
that we should avoid making judgments from the first 
moment we meet a person. To have a good first im-

pression, we need to be positive in our thoughts and 
in our actions. Then to communicate well is to smile 
always and be aware of our postures, the most im-
portant thing about body language is… “Our actions 
speak louder than our words”. For if someone says 
that I am happy but with a sad face, we know that she 
is not true to herself. We need to say words with en-
ergy and express it well through our body.  
 On the second part of the session, we also 
learned about Dining Etiquette, and Ms. Marfina 
taught us how to set the table for fine dining. It is im-
portant for us to learn  this so that we will not be con-
fused in using utensils whenever  or wherever we are 
invited or by whom.  
   After the session, we all felt confident that we 
are all on our way to be better persons. A question 
that is good for us to ponder is: “what are the things 
that I want people to think about me or to remember 
me by?”. The session helped us to deal with others 
and communicate appropriately and effectively and in 
an authentic manner.  

JESUS IS A JEW! 
by Christine Emmanuel, nra 

  
 Last July 15, 2018, we had our two-day session 
on Scriptures with Ms. Pia Sison. It was an encounter 
with Jesus whose Jewish background I hardly knew. 
The Jewish holocaust was Ms. Pia’s rightful take off. 
Having heard it from the perspective of strict history 
and not in the light of faith, it was something new for 
me. The Jews have always been victims of racism – 
Adolf Hitler’s ideology of preserving purely white race 
resulted to the annihilation of over six million Jews. 
Having that in mind, we journeyed to the texts of the 
Bible. So much was revealed about Jesus’ very Jewish 
background – that her parents – Joseph and Mary were 
devoted practicing Jews. That much of Jesus’ practices 
were of Jewish tradition. 
 Ms. Pia introduced to us the three worlds of the 
text: the world behind the text, the world of the text 
and the world in front of the text. The first one was 
more of author centered, what was the passage all 
about, the background of the text, when and where 
and for whom it was written. The second, the world of 
the text meant of the structure of the text – how does 

the story goes – this part, we have to read again and 
again. The last part is the world in front of the text. This 
is the reader’s interpretation where contextualization 
comes in and the reader can situate his or herself into 
the text. What could have the text meant for the read-
er. 
 In the end, the session on Scriptures made me 
appreciate more the Bible and its origin, that as much 
as it is very Jewish, it speaks too of our Christian way of 
life. One note to remember for me though is that, as 
much as our Bible has been translated to many lan-
guages, much too have been lost to its translation and 
it is very important to translate efficiently and faithfully 
to the original, otherwise, we lose so much of its value. 
  

Lessons in Etiquette 
by Teresa Uyen, nra 
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 We are so blessed to attend the Philippine Con-
ference on New Evangelization V (PCNE V) held last July 
18-22, 2018 at University of Santo Tomas with the 
theme Moved with Compassion … Feed the Multitude. 
It fired our minds and our hearts to engage in the New 
Evangelization in our realities now. 
 During the PCNE, we got to know more about 
the realities in the Philippines and how the Church re-
sponds to the situation. The invitation is for us to reflect 
on and contribute our five loaves and two fish. Moreo-
ver, there were many missionaries sharing their voca-
tion and experiences in serving the people. Also, there 
were lay people who shared their inspiring stories of 
service to the people and their hunger for God. 
  I was struck by the message of Cardinal Tagle 
that our Lord Jesus is compassion, that He looks at us 
and is concerned about us. He feels what we are going 
through, especially when we experience difficulties. His 
compassion did not simply remain on the level of feel-
ings and emotions. It was translated into action that he 
turned to the Father and asked to send laborers to the 
harvest: it was to call people to do something about the 
situation of those in need. As disciples of Jesus Christ, 

we are called to become instruments of this compas-
sion. While we ourselves have needs, burdens to carry, 
and difficulties to face, we can still do something to 
help others. 
 I feel how great God’s love is for us that he 
knows through and through what is going on with us 
and he invites us to learn from him to go beyond our 
own needs and to reach out to the needs of others. 
May the Lord grant us the boldness of faith and the 
generosity of heart that we can learn from him to have 
compassion for others and learn from the boy to offer 
ourselves as five loaves and two fish for extending His 
kingdom on earth.   

by Charmaine Marie, nra 

 In response to the call of Fr. Jerome, our parish 
priest, to reach out to the poorest sector of our com-
munity, some members of our Novitiate Community 
made a site visit to Sitio Payong last April 29 to see the 
area and meet the people. It was indeed a very poor 
area just beside a very posh subdivision but a home to  
around 200 families. It has no electricity nor running 
water but people were very welcoming. Children were 
running around us, happy to see us and our hearts 
were moved with compassion for them.  During our 
Local Chapter, the community decided to add this area 
to our parish apostolate.  The meeting with “Kawan” 
leaders was a very promising first encounter where ar-
rangements were made with the mothers-coordinators 
on how we can work together to hold Catechism clas-
ses for the kids. For this new apostolate, the communi-
ty agreed to send two Filipino novices (Agnes Christine 
and Charmaine Marie) and four Vietnamese (Teresa 
Uyen, Pauline Rosa, Teresa Hanh, and Martha Joa-
chim).  But due to heavy and continuous rains, the first 

day of catechetical class in Sitio Payong finally started 
last June 23, with a total of 40 kids attending, 20 of 
whom belong to ages 9-12 years old. It was a good 
start but as if signaling the coming of intermingled 
challenges and blessings of the coming days, the cate-
chetical team at that time went home drenched from a 
sudden heavy downpour which started almost as soon 
as we left Sitio Payong. It was indeed an experience of 
getting our of our comfort zone to go to the peripher-
ies! For the months of September to October, the team 
is excited to introduce Mama Mary to the children and 
to teach them how to pray the Rosary, rain or shine.   
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