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Our Novitiate Community expands 
by Martha Joachim, nra 

 
            On April 16, 2018 the Novitiate Community welcomed 
its new members. The Pre-novices were Chu Linh, Hanh, 
Khue, Ut (Vietnamese) and Kristine Joy (Filipina). We wel-
comed them with a simple ritual at the Chapel. We sang 
Magnificat in three languages: English, Tagalog and Viet-
namese, followed by a simple snacks with all the members of 
Malibay Community. The newcomers prepared a simple pro-
gram presenting REAL HAPPINESS according to Pope Fran-
cis. “Never give up on the people you love. Never give up 
from being happy because life is in incredible show. Count 
your blessings from God and you will have peace in your 
hearts. Never give up.” 
             The Novitiate Community is very happy to welcome 
you all and to assure you “Do not be afraid”, Jesus is with 
you always. And now, we are one bigger family, we are one 
in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord, we love you all. Let us 
continue to pray for each other as we live together for the 
glory of God. NEVER GIVE UP! 

The Novitiate Community with the new members  
 

Back Row: Rosa Maria, Mary Peter, Agnes Christine, Therese    
             Magdalene, Maria Francisca, Anne Teresa (2nd year) 
Third Row:  Fatima Joy, Charmaine Marie, Teresa Uyen,  
          Martha Joachim, Mary Denyse, Agnes Cecilia( 1st year)  
Second Row (in purple blouses): Therese Christine, Sr.Chit,    
                     Sr.Monica,Sr.Lerma, Sr. Minh  
Front Row : Kristine Joy, Hong Hanh, Lai thi Ut, Minh Khue,   
      Chu Linh (Pre-novices) 
 

MADE FOREVER:  
A Four-fold Celebration 

By Kristine Joy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 In the Assumption, we would always say, every-
thing must be for Jesus Christ. Today, April 30, 2018, 
everyone is a humble witness of God’s fidelity and gra-
ciousness to all who do everything for Christ and for 
the extension of His Kingdom. Everyone is a partaker 
of four momentous events in our Congregation – four 
happenings that vividly shows the lasting legacy of our 
founding mothers – St. Marie Eugenie and Mere 
Therese Emmanuel - and how the Assumption was 
able to adapt and respond to the signs of the times.  
 Four events that spans different generations – 
one is a journey that’s beginning to unfold, the Recep-
tion to the Postulancy of Princess Anna and Anjanelle, 
the other is a “made forever” commitment—the Final 
Vows of Sr. Therese Eugenie, another is a journey of 

cementing the “Yes” humbly uttered five decades ago—
the Golden Jubilee of Sr. Regina Victoria, and the last, 
a journey which began 125 years ago in the old cob-
bled street of Manila’s famed Walled City - Intramuros. 
All these, beautifully written and carefully planned out 
by the greatest architect of all. 
 In the end, I am in awe at God’s overflowing 
generosity and fidelity to the Assumption, especially to 
the Southeast Asia Province, 125 years after, the fire of 
passion for the mission continue to burn ever brightly – 
this experience of momentous events humbly shows 
that if one is genuinely, deeply rooted in the Vine, and 
allows itself to be pruned so many times and in so 
many ways – it surely will blossom and bear much fruit 
no one will ever be able to grasp. Generations will 
come and go, history will continue to be written, but 
surely, Jesus Christ is the One ever constant in this 
journey. After all, in the Assumption, it is and will al-
ways be ALL FOR JESUS! --- our only foundation 
stone. We are and will always be built on Jesus Christ! 
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NEWS AND SIGNIFICANT EVENTS  

 

Following the Footsteps of the First RA Sisters in Asia 
     by Mary Denyse, nra 
 
It was a lovely day in the morning of April 28 when we started our pilgrimage headed by Sr. Regina Victo-

ria. The purpose is to retrace the steps of our first sisters in Asia. The  first stop was at Manila Cathedral, where 
Father Cali, the assistant parish priest welcomed us in front of the Cathedral and invited us to look at its façade, 
the same one that our first sisters gazed at. When we entered the church, we were melodiously hailed by our 
Mother through a song, Regina Coeli, played in the biggest pipe organ in Manila. As we recalled the past, we also 
got to feel how the sisters were welcomed and blessed by Bishop Nozaleda at that time, as Cardinal ChitoTagle, 
who was about to officiate a wedding, went out of the chapel at the Arzobispado to greet us and give us his bless-
ing. We were all surprised. For me, it was more than a reenactment; it was really God’s way of letting me feel how 
the sisters passionately pursued this mission and how God has blessed it. 

These memories should be passed on as Sr. Regivic said, “When one loses its memory, it will die.” As one 
of the recipients of that gift, I will treasure this and hand it over to the next generation. The mission and the life of 
the first sisters continue through us today. The spirit lives on, though the form may not be like the one during their 
generation. We concluded our pilgrimage by paying respect and honoring our first sisters who were buried in the 
Holy ground in Antipolo. We prayed for them and harmoniously sang the “Assumpta Est”. 

The experience was like a time travel to the past retracing the steps of our first sisters as we reminisced 
and connect the memories to the present and serves as an avenue for us to reach our future full of faith, hope and 
love. Knowing the roots of this mission and the zeal of the first sisters pursuing the mission for the extension of the 
Kingdom of God to make Jesus known and loved inspires me so much to continue and persevere in my journey 
as I accept this gift that God has given to all of us. All for Jesus! 

  
 

The First Vows of Sr.Mary Blessiline  
  by Charmaine Marie, nra 

 
 
 
 

 On February 11, 2018, the Religious of the Assumption South East Asia Province gathered together at the 
Novitiate House to witness the First Profession of Vows of Sr. Mary Blessiline of the Good Shepherd.  The Eucha-
ristic Celebration was presided by Fr. Jerome U. Rosalinda, parish priest of the Nuestra Senora de la Paz y Buen 
Viaje in Old Balara, Quezon City, together with the homilist, Fr. Alexander V. Enhaynes, the Spiritual Director of 
Sr. Mary Blessiline before she joined Assumption.   Among those who came to join Sr. Mary Blessiline in raising 
an offering of thanksgiving and praise were the sisters from different communities, including Sr. Veronique from 
France; her family and relatives, friends from the parish and apostolate areas of the Novitiate, her classmates in 
the Loyola School of Theology (LST) and other formation programs that she attended.   Thus begins Sr. Mary 
Blessiline’s new chapter in religious life in the Assumption, and the whole community journeys on with her, filled 
with hope and gratitude for our Good Shepherd who made everything beautiful and possible in His time. 
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NEWS AND SIGNIFICANT EVENTS  

Sr. Martine visits the Nova 
by Mary Peter, nra   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 It was a great joy and blessing for us  all last February 11 when our dear Sr. Martine Tapsoba visited the 
Novitiate community. It was just a short visit but each one of us felt the love of the mother of our congregation for 
us as the youngest member in the congregation (SEA Province). It was during a simple breakfast that we en-
joyed sharing with her our stories and activities in this period of our formation. She also shared with us some ac-
tivities at the Mother House. Even when we didn’t have much time I felt that it was enough for us to understand 
how our Good Shepherd takes care of the flock. Moreover, she shared to us that  we should  treasure the pre-
cious moments in the novitiate for  this is how the life of the sisters should be lived. We were also very touched  
when Sr. Martine shared that she felt so much love, prayer, and  support from the Novitiate community. And she 
continued to ask for our prayer as we also promised to continue to keep her and her Council in our daily prayer.  
 It was the first time that I met her but I was marked with the image of the Good Shepherd because she is 
very simple and such a loving person. Moreover, I felt that the Good Shepherd knows and cares for her sheep by 
this brief but heart-warming visit before she left to go back to the Mother House.  

Nova Welcomes the  
Participants of the IEG 

by Maria Francisca, nra 
 

 Our Novitiate Community was so privileged to 
welcome some “early bird” delegates to the Internation-
al Educators’ Gathering (IEG) who visited us on Febru-
ary 28. Bonjour, Buenos dias, Ohayou Gozaimasu, 
Sawatdee, Namaste, …. are our joy-filled greetings in 
many languages. We felt that the whole congregation 
was with us. To nourish our family spirit in the Assump-
tion, we tried to get to know one another in order to love 
and connect as “we are one in the Spirit; we are one in 
the Lord”. We introduced our culture through Filipino 
and Vietnamese traditional dances. Then, we shared 
our life, our joy and our activities in the Novitiate by 
showing a video. After making a tour around the house, 
we gave praise and thanks to God for all the blessings 
that He has granted us as we prayed our  Midday Pray-
er. Then, we celebrated our joy with the international  
cuisine. This event is an unforgettable experience for us 
for we not only shared our life, our joy and our blessings 
but also we experienced the family spirit and the love of 
the Congregation for us worldwide. This joy remains in 
us and inspires those we encounter. After the IEG, 
many other delegates came to visit the Novitiate before 
leaving for their own countries on March 11. This time, 
we  strengthened our family spirit by sharing our voca-
tion and mission stories. This intimate moment helped 
us to know more about one another and see God’s 
hands working in our lives. God calls each one of us in 
a unique way to be One in the Assumption. We were 
enlightened by their mission stories and inspired by our 

charism of transformative education. Indeed, it is an 
effective way to extend the Kingdom of God. Thank 
you, Lord, for the gift of the family spirit and the  
charism of the Congregation. Thank you for the love 
and joy we shared together as we experience the 
whole world in the Nova and heaven on earth. 
 We were also graced with the presence of  
Sr Veronique Thiebaut, one of our French sisters, 
who stayed in our community last February 11-14. 
She was here as a member of the Adhoc Committee 
of the IEG. 
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NEWS AND SIGNIFICANT EVENTS  

COME AND SEE 
By Anne Teresa, nra 

 
On  January 21, the Feast Day of Sto. Nino, 

our community had an open house. The purpose is to 
welcome the young people for them to experience our 
life for a day. Out of the 20 invitees, seven young pro-
fessionals generously  responded to our invitation. We 
were happy to welcome them. To make them more 
comfortable and at home in our community, we had a 
get-to-know activity which was facilitated by Rosa Ma-
ria. Then we gave them a tour around our house, intro-
duced them to the places where we are praying, stud-
ying, gathering, eating, playing  and even sleeping. To 
help them see the other side of our life, we had a mo-
ment for questions and answer. This made them be-
come more excited to know our  life other than pray-
ing. For instance, their notion of “Sisters” is that we are 
strict, serious and unapproachable but they said that 
they have proven it wrong for it made a great differ-
ence for them to spend time with us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Also, they thought that our time is only spent for praying 
but  we shared that we also have time to relax, play and 
enjoy each other. We invited them to pray midday with 
us and this was followed by lunch. In the afternoon,  to 
make things more fun we had a game which everybody 
enjoyed.  

Then we made them relaxed and sit down as 
we showed them a video about our life in the Novitiate 
Community. It helped them to get in touch with our ac-
tivities. Before we ended the day, we had time to share 
our experiences. Some of them were very moved with 
what they have received. We know that it is only 
through love that will bring them closer to God and help 
them get in touch with their feelings or with what is go-
ing on inside them. We ended the day with Adoration 
and we gave thanks to God for the beautiful day as we 
experience sisterly love with one another.  

The first open house was a good experience for 
us to encounter the young and make our life known to 
them. We plan to have the second wave in the coming 
months. 

Southeast Asia Province celebrates TET 
by Rosa Maria , nra 

 The Vietnamese New Year is also known by a shorter name 
“TET”. It is the most important date in the Vietnamese calendar. It has 
a very special meaning for all Vietnamese. It is the time for everyone to 
go back to their hometown, to be with their family, to visit relatives and 
to have a time of relaxation after a year of hard work. This year (2018) 
Tet was celebrated last February 16 as the first day of the Lunar New 
Year at PCFC followed by mass with Fr. Nguyen Cong Doan, SJ. We 
prayed for our country, our family, our congregation, and for each one.  
 Tet is an occasion that reminds the Vietnamese sisters of our 
identity, nation, and culture that is alive even in a foreign land. I am 
grateful for the love of our Congregation for us particularly the South 
East Asia Province as we celebrated this event. During the celebration, 
we presented the Vietnamese New Year’s customs, decoration, music, 
and games. What made this year different from the other years is our 
lion dance. It made the atmosphere more joyful with the presence of the 
lions which are the symbol of good luck. The celebration will not be 
complete without the Vietnamese food which we all  enjoyed during 
lunch such as springroll, banh tet, chicken noodle, salad, and with dif-
ferent kinds of traditional food. Towards the end of the program all re-
ceived the word of God,  and the blessing from Sr. Sheryl for this year. 
After that, we went  to our superiors who also gave us blessings, wish-
es and lucky money in red envelops .  
 We wish that Tet 2018 would bring happiness, graces and good 
luck for all of us on “ The Year of The Dog”. 
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FORMATION 

LESSONS FROM MOTHER EARTH 
by Teresa Uyen, nra 

 
 Mount Tabayoc, Benguet is a beautiful place for trekking, outing, exploring and also a place that brings us 
closer to nature and to God, the Creator of all. On Feb 20-23,2018, the novices and the postulants went through a 
transformative experience there. 
 That was the first time for most of us to experience climbing the mountain. We were very excited. A month 
before we began to practice walking every morning for one hour before we go to mass so that our body could be 
adjusted for the upcoming trek. We also had a session on caring for Mother Earth to prepare our mind and heart. 
We all wanted to conquer Mount Tabayoc with the height of 2842 meters above sea level.. At the same time we 
were also worried that we might not able to get to the top of the mountain but this verse“I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13) inspired us.  It was very cold that night but we woke up 
very early in the morning at 2:30, filled our stomach with one cup of hot noodles and began to walk at 3am. We 
divided ourselves into four small groups. We walked in the dark with some flashlights and we acknowledged how 
important the light is when we are in darkness. The light helped us to see and gave us confidence to walk 
through. The branches were like the hands of God that held us and pulled us up. It was a very nice experience. 
We saw many kinds of plants for the first time. We reached the top of the mountain with the feeling that we also 
reached heaven and held the cloud by our hand. We gained many things from this activity. We learned to love 
each other better by extending our hands. Those who are fast helped the slow ones to go up and go down. We 
learned to be patient with others, too. Moreover, this experience brought us closer to God. We have seen His 
beauty and His goodness through His creatures. We are all connected. Without them we cannot live such as the 
air, food and water, even the darkness to appreciate the light and the branches to perceive that God always gives 
His hands to bring us out of the difficulties of our life.  
 We were in awe that we were able to finish the trek through Christ who strengthens us, particularly for the 
group who went up at 3am and came down at 3pm—from Sunrise to Sunset. It was an awesome experience. 

    Love the Bible…Become a Disciple 
      by Agnes Cecilia, nra 
  

          On January 27, 2018 we were very grateful to learn more about 
the Bible and to better understand the Word of God from Fr. Joseph 
Nguyen Cong Doan. S.J. He is a Jesuit Vietnamese priest who works 
and teaches Scriptures in Jerusalem for a number of years now. In the  
morning, he spent time with the 19 Vietnamese sisters (in initial for-
mation so that we can learn in own language. This was followed by the 
afternoon session with the RA sisters in Luzon. He shared to us how to 
know God by following God’s Law as written in the Bible. He also said 
that God expresses His love for us through His word. For us religious, 
Fr. Doan emphasized that we need the word of God for “His word is a 
lamp for my feet, a light for my path” (Plsam119, 105) so that we can 
proclaim God and his great love to others especially for those who do 
not know him yet.  
          We thank God for all the blessings that we have received from 

Him and we all hope to fully embrace, to love and to drink the “Water of Life” through His words. 
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Life is a Gift 
by Agnes Christine, nra 

 
 
 
 Life is a Gift. This was the main point of Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle in his homily during the mass for the 
Walk for Life event at Quirino Grandstand last February 24,2018. It was organized by the Sangguniang Laiko ng 
Pilipinas and participated by various dioceses and by lay and religious communities. The Cardinal made us reflect 
on how we look and value the gifts that we received. Do we keep the gift for sentimental reasons and appreciate 
the person who gave it, or we see the gift as a commodity. He said now we see everything as a commodity that 
can be disposed of when it is not beneficial for us. Even the life of a person is being eliminated easily if we see the 
person as a threat to society. Hence, many lives were lost and others are endangered because of the imposed 
solutions that are not life-giving. We lost the sense of respect to God, the Giver of life. As a conclusion, he encour-
aged us to bring back our view on the appreciation to life as an offering and gift of God. 
 
 I am glad I attended the Walk for Life event together with the other novices even though my body was still 
painful after our mountain climbing at Mt.Tabayoc. It gave me a wider view of the realities that are happening now 
to our country. It gave me an encouragement to pray harder for my country as well as concretely be in solidarity 
with the people especially the Philippine Church in the advocacy of preserving and protecting the sanctity of life. 

EXODUS Celebrates 30 years  
of Forming Novices 

by Fatima Joy, nra 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 February 24-25, 2018 marks the end of the 
school year 2017-2018 of EXODUS class batch 30. The 
recollection and culminating activity was held in San 
Sebastian Retreat House in Lipa, Batangas.  EXODUS 
is an inter-congregational formation program for novic-
es. The class runs in a spread out schedule from June 
to February with a 12-modular sessions (3 to 4 days per 
session). This year’s participants was composed of 80 
novices, 9 nationalities from 11 congregations 
(Redemptorist, Monfort, Pavonian Brothers, Loreto Sis-
ters, Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, Handmaids of 
the Risen Christ, Augustinian of the Assumption, La 
Salle Brothers, Religious of the Holy Family, Order of 
Carmelites and Religious of the Assumption).  
 We started on the evening of day 1 the orienta-
tion for the recollection followed by the Holy Hour and 
Silence. The next day, Fr. Allan Sasi from Nazareth  

Formation House gave the whole day of recollection. 
As he explain to us the transformation process that can 
happen in an individual, here are some points that I got 
from him: “Novitiate is a journey of a disciple. Novitiate 
is not about what you can do to Jesus but what did Je-
sus do to you? Are you aware of what He is doing in-
side you? Do you accommodate Jesus in difficult 
times? As He encounter you in the present moment, 
did you let yourselves be carried by him? Before you 
desire… He already desired for you...” One of the most 
striking part of the recollection is the activity of 
“Breaking the Pot”. Deep insights came out from each 
one of us as we learn that truly to break free from our 
false self is indeed a long process. The formation is 
hard and we need to cooperate with the grace being 
bestowed to us. We appreciate through this activity the 
role of our formators.  
 On the last day, we had out cultural presenta-
tion. Vibrant and festive presentation from different 
countries as everyone participated and cooperated to 
wear their national costumes. Since the Philippine del-
egation is big, they were divided into three: Luzon, Vi-
sayas and Mindanao – the three major islands of the 
host country. The activity ended as I deliver the thanks-
giving message. I started it with a song “Amazing 
Grace” because it is indeed a grace-filled experience to 
know that I am not alone in the journey. Our batch 
name “Compañeros” with means “Companion” with the 
anchor verse “I will be with you ALWAYS until the end 
of time” taken from Matthew 28:20 is a very appropriate 
description of our experience in EXODUS. It was an 
experience of grace upon grace upon grace to meet 
people in the journey who are also in “exodus” from our 
false self to discover and embrace our true identity with 
Jesus Christ. We are hopeful to become more and 
more like Him, generous in self-giving and loving.  
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Nova  Celebrates the Greatest Love of All  
by Charmaine Marie,nra 

 
 On March 29-April 1, 2018, Sr. Lerma Victoria guided the Novitiate Community in entering into prayer and 
silence for a Paschal Triduum Retreat to encounter Jesus Christ in his passion, death, and resurrection. Begin-
ning with Day 1, Holy Thursday, the sisters reflected on God’s great love for all of us and His saving plan which 
was accomplished by the redemptive death of Jesus. We tried to see how Jesus chose to respond to temptation 
and how we ourselves chose to act when faced with personal temptations that challenge them the most.  In the 
spirit of living Eucharistically, we celebrated the Passover Meal with the ritual of the washing of the feet wherein 
Sr. Lerma  individually washed all the feet of the 15 sisters in the community (Sr. Monica was on her 8-day retreat 
at San Lorenzo). On Day 2, Good Friday, the community entered more deeply into  the Passion of God.  After 
watching the film, “Jesus,”  Sr. Lerma guided us to recall our “experiences of Good Friday.”  On Day 3, Holy Sat-
urday, the community was guided to wait in hope like Mary and experience the Resurrection,  seeing it as the very 
foundation of Christianity.  Towards the end of this special time to celebrate the greatest love of all – God’s saving 
love in Jesus who died for us in the cross while we were yet sinners--  Sr. Lerma exhorted the community to keep 
the faith and really mean it when we profess our faith in Jesus.  One of the reflection questions she gave us  to 
ponder on is: “In our own dealings in daily life, how has the Risen Christ come to you?”  The Paschal Triduum  
culminated with the celebration of the Easter Vigil at the parish. 
 These three days of prayer and deep silence helped me to be more sensitive to God’s invitation for me to 
encounter him, to feel deeply the mystery of Lent and to hopefully wait for the Risen Christ to surprise me with his 
great love. Looking back, it is such a humbling experience for me to discover that despite my fears and inhibitions, 
God never gives up on me and continues to make me an instrument to channel His great love to all, especially to 
the most vulnerable among us. Thanks be to God!  

The Lord is truly Risen! 
By Therese Magdalene 

 

 On April 1, Easter Sunday, we invited the children from Sto.Niño, where we have our Apostolate every 
Saturday afternoon and the children in our village. We prepared a simple party for them to share the joy of the 
Lord’s Resurrection. Each one of us has our own assignment. We started to prepare for the party after breakfast.  
There were around 60 children who came to enjoy the great event. Everybody was excited and joy filled their fac-
es. We started the party by sharing with them the story of the Lord’s Resurrection. After that we also prepared 
games and snacks for which they enjoyed very much. One of the most exciting things in this party was the egg 
hunting. To make the eggs more colorful, the sisters and the novices colored them in the afternoon of  Black Sat-
urday. The children were very happy looking for  the eggs which were hidden in secret places. They were over-
joyed when they saw the eggs with the Easter messages.  
 The time spent with our kids is not only giving the joy of Easter  but also receiving from the children. We 
experience the Risen Lord’s Resurrection from the happy faces of our kids.  
 The Lord has truly risen! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

APOSTOLATE 


