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One cannot help but fall into a sudden trance when everything that is happening seems to be all from a 

gentle perfect dream. 

People say, your One true Love comes when you least expect it, and to add to Love’s greatest mysteries, 

He arrives in the most mundane of circumstances – where one can only pray that she is all ready for the 

many wonderful surprises in store for her. Love, when found or when known, one is surely in for a ride 

of a lifetime guaranteed never to end. 

 

The fresh ambiance of the Novitiate house perfumed the place and all that’s in between last Sunday, 

February 11, 2018 as Sisters, guests, families and friends of Sr. Mary Blessiline of the Good Shepherd 

began to arrive to witness a beautiful ceremony – her First Profession of Vows. 

It was an intimate, jovial and simple celebration of one’s humble moving-up-to-the-next stage ceremony 

– all eager to hug and congratulate the glowing sister – for the important milestone truly worthy of 

being celebrated and thanked for. 

 

The Eucharistic Celebration and the Rite to First Vows of Religious Profession began at exactly 10:30 in 

the morning witnessed by God-sent good weather and homey atmosphere where everyone knows 

everyone. The Mass presider was the Parish Priest of Nuestra Seňora de la Paz y Buen Viaje where the 

Novitiate Community attends daily Mass and Lauds. The Homilist was Sr. Bless’ long-time Spiritual 

Director and Director of the Youth Ministry of the Diocese of Antipolo. Father shared many significant 

stories that helped Sr. Bless persevere and be right on-track in her journey. He also remembered his 

own journey relating it with Sr. Bless who he said was able to discern properly whether it was “God who 

willed this to happen” or “one’s own will.” 

 

A beautiful and worth taking journey, of course, doesn’t go without its ups and downs and the usual 

buffers – where one is really tested in her capacity to persevere and to remain. Sr. Bless was no 

exemption for that – the Yes she was asking from her parents were really hard-earned and lovingly given 

in the end. 

 



Just like everything Assumption, any sister who professes vows will get the opportunity to sing a song as 

a loving gesture of her response to God’s continuous calling. Indeed, God qualifies and equips all whom 

He calls. There are words in the Filipino language that can never be translated in other foreign language 

for it is written by a Filipino heart. The beautifully and sincerely sung “Ang Tanging Alay Ko,” brought 

almost everyone to tears. So much so that it is in Filipino that gives most of the attendees a deeper 

understanding of the song itself. But of course, it is more than just singing it, what made it more 

meaningful was the deeper message it conveys for the one who sings it and the others who hear it – 

only a love so true and deep can penetrate souls that is able to recapture their own moments of Love – 

with God. 

  

Towards the end of the celebration, Sr. Bless had the opportunity to express her thanksgiving to all the 

people who made her journey in the religious life special and meaningful. From the people during her 

active parish stint in Antipolo to her most recent classmates in the Loyola School of Theology in Ateneo, 

from her formators to companions in the journey and lastly for the many wonderful surprises God made 

her experience in this beautiful and unique journey one can also dream of. 

 

The celebration continued to a hearty lunch for everyone where all took the chance to catch up with 

friends and Sisters – truly the gathering was a semi-reunion of friendships with a little touch of 

homecoming to one’s own journey with the One whose name is Love. *** 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


